HANDOUT 4

Summary of findings at the Glozel Wood site

Introduction: The Glozel Wood site consists of a series of earthworks and one stone building, all overgrown with thick woods. The age of the site, based on artefacts found and dendrochronology is estimated at some 6,000 years. Despite its great antiquity, however, it was judged by the government that the site possessed no significant archaeological or cultural importance, and permitted that the wood be cleared and the land broken up for use in agriculture in 1924. An official protest was lodged jointed by the University of Vichy and several historical and archaeological groups.

Findings: Given our extremely limited time at the site, we were able only to conduct a very short survey. The thick forest further limited our efforts, which were concentrated on the ring-shaped earthworks and the stone building. (See Fig. 1)








The earthworks (1) are approximately 100 metres in diameter, and consist of a trench and earthen bank. The material from the trench was used to make the bank. There was little evidence of habitation, suggesting that the ring was used for ceremonial, not defensive purposes. The inner portion of the ring contained numerous human remains intermixed with those of animals. There was evidence of a much older root system underneath the layer of bones, suggesting that the land was forested, cleared, then reseeded or overgrown once more with trees many thousands of years ago. As the wood is one of the oldest in France, the ring may in fact be a more recent construction on a truly ancient farmland zone.

One of the more interesting features was a narrow underground tunnel (2) leading from somewhere within the ring (possibly the very centre, although the old roots were too thick and resilient for us to dig in and locate the origin of the tunnel). This tunnel extended due south from the ring to exit near the stone building, and almost certainly had some ritual use.

The stone building (3) was built from local stone at the same time as the ring, and is remarkably intact and well built for a structure of such immense age. The main purpose of the building (measuring four metres by two metres) seems to have been to house and shelter the magnificent carvings on its walls and altar (See Fig. 2). The building was surrounded by another previously cleared field (4), suggesting that it too was part of the ritual landscape associated with the ring. No relevant artefacts were found near the stone building (the three decaying bodies mentioned in initial telegrams were found to be of recent origin). 
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